                                                    Making a Presentation

1. Pick up a Portfolio packet and Print from the school you are presenting at1

2. Read the packet and make notes (a rough outline-or use other’s that were added).

a. Biographical information about the artist

b. Information about the painting:  date, size, composition

c. Information on period, style, historical setting

d. Ideas about hands-on projects

3. Organize the packet materials that you would like to pay particular attention to

a. Pick out useful things for the presentation (props that support your talk)

b. Select secondary prints that will be placed on cardboard bulletin display. 

i. See Bulletin Board document for help in layout of bulletin board.

4. Organize your notes and the packet material into the form you want the presentation to take, remembering that the talk should between 15 and 30 minutes max.  Write a short lesson plan if you like that approach.  Be sure you plan to:

a. Introduce yourself and any guests accompanying you (share significance).

b. Explain the difference between the original painting and the print (size, location, display setting (high security), etc…)

c. Stress the pronunciation of the artist’s name.  If from a different culture make sure children repeat it and write it on the board or a paper.

d. Discuss the artist and his or her life briefly.  The unusual and dramatic seem to be the details children remember and enjoy, share family stories of the artist as well.  Be sure to show them a portrait of the artist and display one on the bulletin board as well.

e. Talk about the time in history the artist lived, what was going on in the world, but remember to keep it brief and age appropriate so that you do not loose their attention.  A timeline may be helpful, and in your last Masterpiece Art session for the year, you may want to show them the chronological order of the year’s artwork you uncovered together.

f. Unveil the painting; ask questions in terms of its elements and composition as well as questions to stimulate thought and their imaginations.  See the handouts on Dictionary of Art terms (elements of art), Interesting Art Questions, and the Smart Art Worksheet.

g. Show the students the tools and materials used to create the artwork & explain unusual techniques or effects (thick paint, drips, collage, etc.)

5. Collect the materials in advance (as soon as you decide) for the hands on project; you may need time to find the media you are presenting.  Once you have the materials try them out before you are presenting, if you have never done it before, it may be harder than it looks and you don’t want to run out of time explaining how to use it.  Allow for 20 minutes minimum of focused work time.  Be sure to let the teacher know what to expect in terms of time and mess.
6. BE ON TIME On the day of the presentation, arrive 15 minutes ahead of schedule with the print and all of your materials for setting up (double check your list before leaving home-so you don’t forget the most important tool-like watercolor paper), bring your preset display board for your talk and to leave in the classroom for the next week or so.

7. Relax, Enjoy and have fun-it is contagious!  Smile and enjoy sharing this information, ask your questions to encourage dialogue, remember there are no wrong answers, and let the children discover the Art.  After they are finished interpreting it for their selves, you may explain what the artist had in mind.

8. Wrap up your presentation

a. Reveal the title of the painting if you have not done so earlier

b. Ask the students to recall the artist’s name (pronunciation).

c. Collect nametags if you are using them

d. Thank the children and the teacher for their undivided attention

9. If you are doing a hands-on project

a. Explain clearly what you have in mind (share your pre-made sample)

b. Pass out materials, if you can have an additional adult this will not take too much time, and supervise their use.

c. If there is time the children may enjoy a closure discussion on showing their results to one another and their discoveries.

d. Assist with clean up, gathering up your own materials at the same time.

10. Put up the new bulletin board display where the kids can see it, if you are leaving the print on display, make sure to provide the artist’s name, dates, portrait and any supplemental materials you choose.

11. Return (as soon as possible) the Portfolio packet, Print and all materials that were on display for the week back in the Portfolio/Print storage area of the school, as you found it, with your additional Presenter’s Evaluation form inside.  We truly appreciate your creativity and any notes, materials, suggestions or lesson plans you care to contribute.

