What’s in a Print portfolio packet?

A portfolio packet is a large white envelope that accompanies each print and contains material Art Guides use to prepare their presentations.

Generally included in the packet are:

1. Biographical Information, for example if I had “I and the Village” by Marc Chagall as my print, it would state the title of the print on the outside of the portfolio envelope, and the name of the artist.  The biographical information might be a magazine article, a copy out of an encyclopedia, or even a printout from the computer on the artist’s life.  Many presenters have left their own “cliff note” version of this information; please feel free to use what works best for you.  There also might be specific point of interest articles that bring our attention to something special about the artist, such as the impact he made in the Art community and a chronology of important events in the artist’s life.

2. Next, Information about the Artwork, this usually comes in a nice concise card that is specifically designed to evaluate and appreciate the print you are presenting.  However, there may be some packets that a card is missing, please let the District Coordinator help you find the appropriate information.  Usually it can be easily researched or there are additional articles in the packet referring to the print or artwork by the artist.  In the “I and the Village” Portfolio there are three different articles to read about the print.

3. Then there is Information on the Period or Style of art, this is very descriptive and instrumental for laymen who do not have a strong vocabulary in art terms, the intention of this information is to help you teach the unique qualities of the artist and their classification in the art world.  This may also point out different influences that inspired this artists life in history, it could range from war to family life, and this is the context of the artwork.

4. Presenter’s Evaluation form there for your information from previous presenters, for ideas and guides to the right project for the age of your student audience.  Therefore, we ask everyone to fill one of these out when you present, you can pay the favor forward.  We also can read these at the end of the year and find out how well the Masterpiece Program is going.

5. Suggestions for Art Projects these art projects can be as simple or complex as you want.  Usually there is a limit in time and cost, we are hoping to resolve some of the cost issues, please contact the District Coordinator if the project you would like to do is going to cost extra (not basic school supplies) and we can try to accommodate (within reason).  For example, in the Chagall Portfolio, the children were asked to create a ‘Dream Picture’.  This is what the presenter asked, “Can you recall a dream?  Will everything have equal importance?  Will you wet the background to have blurred shapes suggestive f a dream or use dry paper with more definite shapes?  Will objects in the picture be real or imaginary?”

