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First and foremost…We Thank  you

We know that your time is precious, so any and all volunteer work is greatly appreciated!  Remember that by volunteering you are giving your children the best gift that you can give…YOURSELF!

     Tips for Success

In General…

· There are fourteen elementary schools in Flagstaff area that participate in our program.  Fifteen prints and packets are assigned to each school on a rotational basis.  The school coordinator is responsible for the organization of the program at each school.  Keep in touch with your school coordinator; she is there to help you.
· The Master piece program of Flagstaff receives funding from local foundations such as the Flagstaff Cultural Partners, as well as corporate and locally owned businesses, such as Target, Wal-Mart and Visible Difference Art and Drafting Supply.  Remember to shop at the stores that support M. P. Art and let them know we appreciate them.
· The Governing Board of the Flagstaff Public Schools Curriculum council has approved all our prints.  We are approved by, but not a part of the Flagstaff Public Schools.

· A Master set of prints is maintained by the District Coordinator, Anissa Larson, 928-526-3319.  Any member of the community is eligible to check them out-pass it on.

 As an art Guide…

1. Be cheerful and friendly.  If you are enjoying yourself, the class will too.

2. Wow them with an opener.  It is a good idea to prepare an opening question, story or statement to hook your audience.  You could also begin with music.  Some Parent Presenters prefer to cover the print until the right time in their presentation for an “unveiling”.  Use what works for you.

3. If you can learn the student’s names, do so!  Making nametags can be a good first project.
4. Involve the children in your presentation.  The more the children can participate the more they will enjoy your visit.  Ask how do these colors make you feel?  Would you put this piece of art in your home?  Have you ever been to a museum?  Who can tell me what a sculpture is?

5. Don’t bore your audience with too many facts..  Instead of going into too much detail, tell interesting tidbits about the artist, his technique or the times in which he lived.
6. Let the children discover the art for themselves.  They will interpret it through the questions you ask and the information you give.
7. Little ones appreciate direct eye contact.  Please sit on one of those low classroom chairs to make your presentation to the younger grades, or get down on their level.
8. Avoid telling a child his answer is wrong.  It may be interesting, thank you for sharing that, but never wrong.  Art critics can’t agree, and we certainly don’t have all the answers either!
9. Be ready for the art project.  In the younger grades this may mean preparing materials in advance and doing a run through at home with your child and a friend or sibling.  For older children you may with to have an alternative already for those sophisticates who no longer “do” art projects.  An art appreciation journal or writing assignment may be just right for some.
10. End your presentation before losing the children’s interest.  It is better to close while your students are still attentive than talk too long.

11. Help with clean up if possible.  The good will of our teachers is essential to our success!

12. You are responsible for maintaining a good relationship with the teacher whose class you visit.  Ask for input.  Be on time.  Don’t cancel unless you have a genuine emergency, everyone looks forward to your presentation!

13. Every teacher has a certain level of tolerance for messiness.  Ask for permission first if your project is likely to be a messy one!

14. If prints or packets are lost, the program must pay to replace them (some of these packet items are irreplaceable and so are some prints).  Please be careful!

15. Please fill out the presenters evaluation form.  We all benefit from the experience of others, and your input will be appreciated by the next Presenter (parent art guide) to use the packet.

16. Be aware of what you bring into the classroom.  Don’t pass around art books, which may have objectionable pictures.  We have to be very careful of religious content as well.  If in doubt, ask the teacher’s permission before bringing materials into the classroom..

17. Your contribution of research material, magazine articles, and music tapes are much appreciated!
On keeping good repore with the school…


1. Sign in and out please… If the school has a volunteer sign-in located by the office, before you leave school don’t forget to mark your time out, and the number of hours you volunteered.  Please wear a visitor’s tag or name badge.

2. When you can’t make it, be sure to make alternate arrangements to cover your position.  If you are unable to find a replacement, please notify the person or program, please be prompt and dependable.

3. Limited Space… It is preferred that young children not accompany you.  Consider swapping babysitting time with a friend or neighbor, or call the teacher ahead of time for permission, if the need be, just reschedule.   

4. Problems or questions…Should you have any questions about presenting feel free to call the School Coordinator or District Coordinator, Anissa Larson 928-526-3319 or any of the parent volunteers on the “The Presenter’s Evaluation” form for assistance-don’t worry we have all had to do this at one time or another.
Volunteer Code of Ethics

1. A volunteer listens to what the children have to say.

2. A volunteer gives the children time to think rather than offering too much help.

3. The teacher must be recognized as the person in charge and the one to whom the pupils owe their primary attention.

4. A volunteer observes the techniques used by the teacher and keeps a consistent method.

5. A volunteer realizes that their whole purpose is to assist the teacher, make sure what you are presenting is in sync with their curriculum.

6. A volunteer keeps confidences.  Conduct yourself in a professional manner and please do not discuss a child with anyone other than the teacher.

7. A volunteer is reliable and prompt.  If you have to be absent, notify the school as soon as possible.

8. A volunteer is neat in appearance and sets a good example for the students.

9. A volunteer is patient with the students and realizes he or she is there to help children.

10. A volunteer shows personal concern for the students with whom he or she works.

11. A volunteer helps to widen the horizons of the students by being a concerned, helpful and friendly person.

Remember your reason for volunteering-what you receive from this…
 
Helping others


Improving the school and the community

Gaining work experience

Utilizing untapped educational skills

Learning new skills

Meeting new people / getting out of the house

Building self-esteem; self-confidence; and self-awareness

Putting a hobby to good purpose

Being needed, appreciated and gaining recognition from others

Meeting new challenges

Fulfilling a tradition

Sharing fun time with your family and being a role model for children

Giving back what you have gotten

Helping a friend and showing you care

Using your natural gifts and talents











Thank you
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